
chiding, and hence a greater desire to concentrate. In fact, such a one who puts forth the 
consequent effout to concentrate will quickly find that he has no difficulty doing so, by 
virtue of the fact that much rote repetition is going on, and he already knows what to 
expect. 

This whole process is not unlike the reason Jesus gave for preaching in parables: 

Because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand 
... For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, .and lshould heal them. (Matthew 13: 14-15) 

Why did Jesus preach in parables, if He knew that some people were already dull of 
hearing? His approach contains both grace and judgment: grace for those who do hear, 
and implicit judgment against others who refuse, as if He would say, This message is 
not for you, then. So His parables served as a beginn ing of the separation of the faithful 
from tl)e hypocrites. For it was only those who asked, What does this mean? Who were 
told? 

So also does rote repetition serve to separate the faithful from the hypocrites, ane! 
in a way to expose the hypocrisy of the Jatter: I'll say it once, but don't make me listen 
two or three times in a row! Oh? .A.nd why not? Because you did not really rejoice in it 
the first time? 

We find therefore another critical reason for keeping the 
liturgy, latent in the very com plaints of those who wish to 
throw it out. Liturgical worship-which in fact is called 
liturgical precisely because it employs set (rote!) forms 
and orders, using in repetitive pattems port.ions of the 
Word of God, keeping patterns handed down through the 
tradition of the Church-tends automatically to weed out 
the scoffers. Of course, God wants everyone, including 
scoffers, to be saved, but He also knows-as should we-
that no scoffer who persists in his scoffing at the Word of 
God can be saved. Jesus' appro8r..h to such as these was to 
let them alone (Matthew 15: 14), and on the other hand to say, "Blessed are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it" (Luke 11:28). So it is reasonable to suppose that the 
liturgy has been employed throughout the history of the people of God in part for th is 
very reason: it is helpful to the faithful and it runders the hypocrites 

On behalf of the Pastors, staff and 
Council of Jurong Christian Church, we 
wish each and every member and 
worshipper a Blessed Advent Season. 
Christmas is a time when we also remember that God gave his Son 
Jesus Christ the Emmanuel to be born of woman and live as a man to 
reveal God's love in Word and action. 

f 	 . We can also respond to God's love in our commitment in giving 
and service to God and to each other. Let's pledge ourselves in tithing! of our monies and service for the coming New Year 2001. 

I would like us also to carefully think about the basis and 
motivation of tithing principles as revealed in scriptures. 

TITHING 
V' 	 The word tithe in the Bible is in Hebrew the word "ma~a-ser"which literally means 

"tenth part". This is what the people set apart and give as an offering to God. In the 
ancient world tithe was taken from a broad range of property. Tithing was first 
mentioned in the Bible in Genesis 14:20 where Abram tithed a tenth of everyth ing 
he gained as booty fr0111 his successful victory in battle over other kings in Canaan. 
He recognized that God gave him the victory. 

V' 	 Leviticus 27:30~33 defined tithe as a tenth of the produce of the land and livestock 
of the Israelites. " 'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil 
or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. If a mall 
redeems any of his tithe, he must add a fifth of the value to it. The entire tithe of 
tJle herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd's rod·-will be 
holy to the LORD. He must not pick out the good from the bad or make any 
substitution. If he does make a substitution, both the animal and its substitute 
become holy and cannot be redeemed.' " 



BASIS OF TITHING 

'1l' Recognition that ultimately God is the creator of all of the earth's wealth as 

explicated in. Psalm 24: 1 "The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the 
waters. God's people are expected to give hack to God a tenth that is a portion of 
the produce or wealth they possessed, and in some cases they give the first fruits of 

the la.'1d. 
'1l' Recognition that God care for us and is the one that blessed us, Deut 26: 10-11 "and 

now 1 bring the firstfi-uits of the soil that you, 0 LORD, have given me." Place the 
basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him. And you and the 
Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in aU the good things the LORD 
your God has given to you and your household." 

'V' Recognition that the tithe belongs to the Lord and is holy to Him, Lev 27:32 "The 
entire tithe of the herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under the 
shepherd's rod--will be holy to the LORD." 

PURPOSE OF TITHING 
'1l' To support the "House of God" _. Gen 28:20-22 "Then Jacob made a vow, saying, 

"If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and 
will give me food to eat and cloth('.5 to wear so that 1 retum safely to my father's 
house, then the LORD will be my God and this stone that 1 have set up as a pillar 
will be God's house, and ofall that you give me I will give you a tenth." The house 
of God, Jacob symbolized here by the pillar of stone. 

'1l' To support the priests and Levites - In 2 Chronicles 31 :4-5 in the reformation 
under King Hezekiah he directed that the tithes due to priests and Levites to be 
brought in. "He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the 
priests and Levites so they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD. As 
soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the frrstfruits of the:ir 
grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought a 
great amount, a tithe of everything." This is also in recognition of the validity of 
the priests and Levites as God's representatives and acknowledges their right to 
receive support for the spiritua.l service they performed on the people' s behalf. 

'V' To imitate God's care for them, by caring for the slaves, the poor, orphans and 
widows Deut 14:28-29 "At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that 
year's produce and store it in your towns, so that the Levit(~s (who have no 
allotment or inherit<'Ulce of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows 
who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD 
your God may bless you in all the work of your hands." 

to let the mind wander to other matters. It is no doubt due to the awareness of such 
wandering of minds that contemporary worship-planners choose to construct the 
prayers of the Church in such a way as to snatch the attention of these minds, to bring 
them back to the task at hand. Creativity then becomes a great asset, for the more one 
can invent new ways .to catch attention, the more success one ought to expect. 
Underlying this approach is a view that wandering minds are primarily the 
responsibility of the liturgist, the pastor. 

This implication fails to note the true nature of the problem of the perennial wandering 
mind. Wandering minds-particularly minds that ()ften faD victim to wandering
are the fruit of a failure to acknowledge the benefit of ritual prayer. Those who 
approach the ritual with even an implicit scorn for such things-thinking, for 
instance, this rote stutT won't really do me any :good-will not be inclined toward 
paying attention. We already said this; why say it again?, etc. When worship planners 
fail to take such implicit scorn into account, they miss the true nature of the problem at 
hand. 

Could it be that such scorn is actually an aversion to the very idea that one must direct 
his attention to words other than his own? One who puffs, Why say this again? is in 
essence complaining that his mind wants something new to receive, something else. Is 
this the creative part of the mind, then? For to create something is to experience 
something new, something completely else. Without disparaging creativity altogether-
for there is surely a season for everything- it can hardly be denied that creating one's 
own words or thoughts is necessarily opposed to receiving someone else's words or 
thoughts. Therefore when the matter at hand is the Word of God and the importance 
and command of Christ to meditate thereon (Search fhe Scriptures, John 5:39), 
creativity is quite out of place. We might even suggest that it was this mischievous 
desire for creativity that led to consumption of the forbidden fruit in Eden (as if to say, 
"We want something new!"). At least it can be deduced that scorn of repetition, when 
seen here, has no real object other than the Word of God. It is, in short, disobedience to 
the Sabbath commandment, with its attendant implication that we gladly hear and learn 
the Word of God. 

Now we can get at the reason the employment of rote ritual in worship is a point in its 
favor, even in connection with the wandering of minds . .In addition to the dominical 
command, rote repetition is a great divider: it helps to separate the sheep from the 
goats. The fact that rote ritual is the bane of some and the ~blessing of others is not 
unrelated to the fact that rote ritual results in the wandering of minds. For in the first 
place, when the mind of the contemptuous wanders, it wiJJ produce the closing of his 
mind; conversely, when the mind of the diligent wanders, this will produce a self
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authority being threatened, the birth of Christ, His death on the Cross and His 
resurrection have rormed the cornerstone of our Christian faith. 

When we celebrate Christmas, we commemorate FO~ GJU ~a 
lii~ ~ ' a~ LD I~,;: Ithe birth of Christ, which we may use as our stepping stone 

ii[ . ... H ~' Jl'iU
to go forward and backward in time to trace the long story of BLGUIICr, · ,the Messiah whom God promised to his people. No matter 1 K ;'1 n:0 C \' L~ 
how we dissect Scripture with a conscientious heart, the true l: : !" , ' i (i Wi 
import of Christmas will sink into the depths of our minds, ~K:JU~O NOl 
hearts, and souls. "For God so loved the world that he gave il L~ : : Ii 8 U 1 M!! \ . L 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not (\'(NL:':I;~ l; • 
perish but have eternal Life." (In 3:16) As we ponder on these 
words, we can celebrate Christmas with a joyful heart and a 
proper understanding of what it is all about. 

Certainly, you would not expect the Christ Child to 
be part of the shopping belt celebration with a commercial 
iriterest more on the wallets of merrymakers than on whether "1", 

'
.",~ .
the roof of stars makes any real Christmas sense. The "stars" .. --.. 

put up man are utterly incomparable to the stars put up by 
God in the natural firmament. , Any secular celebration against a backdrop or 
indulgence with excesses of fun,' eating, drinking and spending is in sharp contrast 
with the message of love, joy, peace and hope in the Christ Child. Some Christians 
may be indilTerent about the dichotomy, but the glaring dilTerence between the two 
may just have the right potency to shake many of us up to meditate on the real 
meaning or Christmas. As we walk along Orchard Road to take in the sight or a man
made scene with twinkling light bulbs overhead, let us indulge ourselves with the 
\vonderful opportlmity of being reminded of what the real Christmas is about. Just as 
an artificial light show may strike a chord in our faculties to contemplate and be 
awed by the exquisiteness of the natural world that is beyond comparison, a 
"confrontation" with the issues of the seven-storey-tal1 Christmas tree at Orchard 
Park, the snowman outside Orchard MRT and the sight or Santa Claus strolling 
along (instead of climbing down chimneys or sleighing about) may just present us 
with conversational pieces to share with our kids the truths and distortions about 
Christmas. May we also be instruments or God's grace sharing with people the real 
Good News about the Christ Child: God's love gift to the world: 

"111is is how God showed His love among us: He senl His one and 
only Son inlo lile world Ihal we mighl live Ihrough Him 7his is 
love: nol Ihat we loved God bUI Ihal He loved us and sen I His Son 
as an aloning sacrifice/or our sins" (l In 4.9-10) 

.John l,ce 
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Why are we so 
embarrassed to wear 
a T-shirt with Christian 
messages or with the 
name of Jesus on it? 
Do we think that we 
are asking for a fight if 
we wear such a T
shirt? Let us not be 
shy to declare that we 
are Christian, Monday 4 December, 2000 - LIFE SectIOn 
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authority being threatened, the birth of Christ, His death on the Cross and His 
resurrection have rormed the cornerstone of our Christian faith. 

When we celebrate Christmas, we commemorate FO~ GJU ~a 
lii~ ~ ' a~ LD I~,;: Ithe birth of Christ, which we may use as our stepping stone 
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to go forward and backward in time to trace the long story of BLGUIICr, · ,the Messiah whom God promised to his people. No matter 1 K ;'1 n:0 C \' L~ 
how we dissect Scripture with a conscientious heart, the true l: : !" , ' i (i Wi 
import of Christmas will sink into the depths of our minds, ~K:JU~O NOl 
hearts, and souls. "For God so loved the world that he gave il L~ : : Ii 8 U 1 M!! \ . L 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not (\'(NL:':I;~ l; • 
perish but have eternal Life." (In 3:16) As we ponder on these 
words, we can celebrate Christmas with a joyful heart and a 
proper understanding of what it is all about. 

Certainly, you would not expect the Christ Child to 
be part of the shopping belt celebration with a commercial 
iriterest more on the wallets of merrymakers than on whether "1", 
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the roof of stars makes any real Christmas sense. The "stars" .. --.. 

put up man are utterly incomparable to the stars put up by 
God in the natural firmament. , Any secular celebration against a backdrop or 
indulgence with excesses of fun,' eating, drinking and spending is in sharp contrast 
with the message of love, joy, peace and hope in the Christ Child. Some Christians 
may be indilTerent about the dichotomy, but the glaring dilTerence between the two 
may just have the right potency to shake many of us up to meditate on the real 
meaning or Christmas. As we walk along Orchard Road to take in the sight or a man
made scene with twinkling light bulbs overhead, let us indulge ourselves with the 
\vonderful opportlmity of being reminded of what the real Christmas is about. Just as 
an artificial light show may strike a chord in our faculties to contemplate and be 
awed by the exquisiteness of the natural world that is beyond comparison, a 
"confrontation" with the issues of the seven-storey-tal1 Christmas tree at Orchard 
Park, the snowman outside Orchard MRT and the sight or Santa Claus strolling 
along (instead of climbing down chimneys or sleighing about) may just present us 
with conversational pieces to share with our kids the truths and distortions about 
Christmas. May we also be instruments or God's grace sharing with people the real 
Good News about the Christ Child: God's love gift to the world: 

"111is is how God showed His love among us: He senl His one and 
only Son inlo lile world Ihal we mighl live Ihrough Him 7his is 
love: nol Ihat we loved God bUI Ihal He loved us and sen I His Son 
as an aloning sacrifice/or our sins" (l In 4.9-10) 
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Christian life. The Lord will reward your 
efforts at fasting. Here are some individual 
guidelines for fasting: 

I. 	 Reach a personal convictIOn on 
the subject through careful Bible 
study. -- Get into the Word on 
your own. See what the Bible 
really says about fasting. Check 
the things that have been said 
here, read the Scripture 
references listed below, and go 
deeper. 

2. 	 A physician's · note: Make sure 
you are medically able to fast 
before attempting it. 

3. 	 Begin with short fasts and 
gradually move to larger periods 
of time if you desire. If you've 
never fasted before, you need to 
start slow. Don't start with a three 
day fast! 

4. 	 Be prepared for some dizziness, 
headache. or nausea in the early 
going. Most of our bodies have 
never gone without food for 
longer than a few hours. 

5. 	 Break a prolonged fast gradually 
with meals that are light and easy 
to digest. Trying to gorge 
yourself following a fast will 
only make you sick and will 
leave you with an unpleasant 
memory of fasting. 

6. 	 Enter with a positive faith that 
God will reward those who fast 

with the right motives. -- God 
says that He will: "When you/asl, 
your Father, who sees whal is 
done in secret, will reward you" 
(Matthew 6:18). 

7. 	 Mix your fast with prayer, time 
in Scripture reading, singing, or 
devotional reading. Remember: 
fasting is not an end in itself. 
Seek the Lord, not the experience 
of fasting. 

8. 	 Keep checking your motives 
concerning your fasts. Hypocrisy 
and spiritual pride can easily 
creep in. There is a reward for 
fasting, but only fasting done 
with the right motives (Matthew 
23:28). 

SOME BIBLICAL REFERENCES TO 

FASTING 


TO GET YOU STARTED 








BASIS OF TITHING 

'1l' Recognition that ultimately God is the creator of all of the earth's wealth as 

explicated in. Psalm 24: 1 "The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the 
waters. God's people are expected to give hack to God a tenth that is a portion of 
the produce or wealth they possessed, and in some cases they give the first fruits of 

the la.'1d. 
'1l' Recognition that God care for us and is the one that blessed us, Deut 26: 10-11 "and 

now 1 bring the firstfi-uits of the soil that you, 0 LORD, have given me." Place the 
basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him. And you and the 
Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in aU the good things the LORD 
your God has given to you and your household." 

'V' Recognition that the tithe belongs to the Lord and is holy to Him, Lev 27:32 "The 
entire tithe of the herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under the 
shepherd's rod--will be holy to the LORD." 

PURPOSE OF TITHING 
'1l' To support the "House of God" _. Gen 28:20-22 "Then Jacob made a vow, saying, 

"If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and 
will give me food to eat and cloth('.5 to wear so that 1 retum safely to my father's 
house, then the LORD will be my God and this stone that 1 have set up as a pillar 
will be God's house, and ofall that you give me I will give you a tenth." The house 
of God, Jacob symbolized here by the pillar of stone. 

'1l' To support the priests and Levites - In 2 Chronicles 31 :4-5 in the reformation 
under King Hezekiah he directed that the tithes due to priests and Levites to be 
brought in. "He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the 
priests and Levites so they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD. As 
soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the frrstfruits of the:ir 
grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought a 
great amount, a tithe of everything." This is also in recognition of the validity of 
the priests and Levites as God's representatives and acknowledges their right to 
receive support for the spiritua.l service they performed on the people' s behalf. 

'V' To imitate God's care for them, by caring for the slaves, the poor, orphans and 
widows Deut 14:28-29 "At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that 
year's produce and store it in your towns, so that the Levit(~s (who have no 
allotment or inherit<'Ulce of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows 
who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD 
your God may bless you in all the work of your hands." 

to let the mind wander to other matters. It is no doubt due to the awareness of such 
wandering of minds that contemporary worship-planners choose to construct the 
prayers of the Church in such a way as to snatch the attention of these minds, to bring 
them back to the task at hand. Creativity then becomes a great asset, for the more one 
can invent new ways .to catch attention, the more success one ought to expect. 
Underlying this approach is a view that wandering minds are primarily the 
responsibility of the liturgist, the pastor. 

This implication fails to note the true nature of the problem of the perennial wandering 
mind. Wandering minds-particularly minds that ()ften faD victim to wandering
are the fruit of a failure to acknowledge the benefit of ritual prayer. Those who 
approach the ritual with even an implicit scorn for such things-thinking, for 
instance, this rote stutT won't really do me any :good-will not be inclined toward 
paying attention. We already said this; why say it again?, etc. When worship planners 
fail to take such implicit scorn into account, they miss the true nature of the problem at 
hand. 

Could it be that such scorn is actually an aversion to the very idea that one must direct 
his attention to words other than his own? One who puffs, Why say this again? is in 
essence complaining that his mind wants something new to receive, something else. Is 
this the creative part of the mind, then? For to create something is to experience 
something new, something completely else. Without disparaging creativity altogether-
for there is surely a season for everything- it can hardly be denied that creating one's 
own words or thoughts is necessarily opposed to receiving someone else's words or 
thoughts. Therefore when the matter at hand is the Word of God and the importance 
and command of Christ to meditate thereon (Search fhe Scriptures, John 5:39), 
creativity is quite out of place. We might even suggest that it was this mischievous 
desire for creativity that led to consumption of the forbidden fruit in Eden (as if to say, 
"We want something new!"). At least it can be deduced that scorn of repetition, when 
seen here, has no real object other than the Word of God. It is, in short, disobedience to 
the Sabbath commandment, with its attendant implication that we gladly hear and learn 
the Word of God. 

Now we can get at the reason the employment of rote ritual in worship is a point in its 
favor, even in connection with the wandering of minds . .In addition to the dominical 
command, rote repetition is a great divider: it helps to separate the sheep from the 
goats. The fact that rote ritual is the bane of some and the ~blessing of others is not 
unrelated to the fact that rote ritual results in the wandering of minds. For in the first 
place, when the mind of the contemptuous wanders, it wiJJ produce the closing of his 
mind; conversely, when the mind of the diligent wanders, this will produce a self



chiding, and hence a greater desire to concentrate. In fact, such a one who puts forth the 
consequent effout to concentrate will quickly find that he has no difficulty doing so, by 
virtue of the fact that much rote repetition is going on, and he already knows what to 
expect. 

This whole process is not unlike the reason Jesus gave for preaching in parables: 

Because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand 
... For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, .and lshould heal them. (Matthew 13: 14-15) 

Why did Jesus preach in parables, if He knew that some people were already dull of 
hearing? His approach contains both grace and judgment: grace for those who do hear, 
and implicit judgment against others who refuse, as if He would say, This message is 
not for you, then. So His parables served as a beginn ing of the separation of the faithful 
from tl)e hypocrites. For it was only those who asked, What does this mean? Who were 
told? 

So also does rote repetition serve to separate the faithful from the hypocrites, ane! 
in a way to expose the hypocrisy of the Jatter: I'll say it once, but don't make me listen 
two or three times in a row! Oh? .A.nd why not? Because you did not really rejoice in it 
the first time? 

We find therefore another critical reason for keeping the 
liturgy, latent in the very com plaints of those who wish to 
throw it out. Liturgical worship-which in fact is called 
liturgical precisely because it employs set (rote!) forms 
and orders, using in repetitive pattems port.ions of the 
Word of God, keeping patterns handed down through the 
tradition of the Church-tends automatically to weed out 
the scoffers. Of course, God wants everyone, including 
scoffers, to be saved, but He also knows-as should we-
that no scoffer who persists in his scoffing at the Word of 
God can be saved. Jesus' appro8r..h to such as these was to 
let them alone (Matthew 15: 14), and on the other hand to say, "Blessed are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it" (Luke 11:28). So it is reasonable to suppose that the 
liturgy has been employed throughout the history of the people of God in part for th is 
very reason: it is helpful to the faithful and it runders the hypocrites 

On behalf of the Pastors, staff and 
Council of Jurong Christian Church, we 
wish each and every member and 
worshipper a Blessed Advent Season. 
Christmas is a time when we also remember that God gave his Son 
Jesus Christ the Emmanuel to be born of woman and live as a man to 
reveal God's love in Word and action. 

f 	 . We can also respond to God's love in our commitment in giving 
and service to God and to each other. Let's pledge ourselves in tithing! of our monies and service for the coming New Year 2001. 

I would like us also to carefully think about the basis and 
motivation of tithing principles as revealed in scriptures. 

TITHING 
V' 	 The word tithe in the Bible is in Hebrew the word "ma~a-ser"which literally means 

"tenth part". This is what the people set apart and give as an offering to God. In the 
ancient world tithe was taken from a broad range of property. Tithing was first 
mentioned in the Bible in Genesis 14:20 where Abram tithed a tenth of everyth ing 
he gained as booty fr0111 his successful victory in battle over other kings in Canaan. 
He recognized that God gave him the victory. 

V' 	 Leviticus 27:30~33 defined tithe as a tenth of the produce of the land and livestock 
of the Israelites. " 'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil 
or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. If a mall 
redeems any of his tithe, he must add a fifth of the value to it. The entire tithe of 
tJle herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd's rod·-will be 
holy to the LORD. He must not pick out the good from the bad or make any 
substitution. If he does make a substitution, both the animal and its substitute 
become holy and cannot be redeemed.' " 




